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Ghanalinx Education Endowment 

“Dream Big” 

Ghanalinx Mission Statement 

Ghanalinx is a new and innovative social media website, founded with the mission to bridge 

the gap between various cultures as well as the young and old. Many Ghanaians growing up 

abroad tend to lose their sense of culture and heritage, therefore this social media site was 

created to educate young Ghanaians abroad who may know very little about their country. 

Ghanalinx also aims to bring Ghanaian communities together to share their thoughts and have 

their voices heard. We provide the opportunity for young ambitious Ghanaians to promote 

themselves and their establishments via the internet. 

 

“Dream Big” Mission Statement  

EQUAL EDUCATION FOR ALL: EDUCATION IS A RIGHT AND NOT A PRIVELEGE 

Ghanalinx is passionately dedicated to motivating the Ghanaian youth in pursuing post-

secondary education. The high-school drop-out rates amongst the Ghanaian community in the 

greater Toronto area are rising and research demonstrates that the main causes are: poor 

socioeconomic status amongst the Ghanaian community and financial instability. In essence, 

there is a severe lack of funding, knowledge and encouragement to pursue post-secondary 

education. Education is a right; financial or socioeconomic status should NOT be considered as 

a factor in determining which person can receive higher education. As a result, we felt it was 

necessary to provide an education endowment to students who are entering post-secondary 

education, students that have already entered, and students that are completing a postgraduate 

degree. This scholarship is to reward those who excel in their programs and inspire others to 

achieve excellent academic status.  We passionately believe this will promote the fact that 

education is a key to a successful career and life. Most importantly, it will inspire other youth to 

pursue post secondary education and “dream big”.  

Available Scholarships 

*Applicants will be selected based on the PROTOCOL SELECTION PROCEDURE (see below).* 
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University Scholarships 

1. Entry Level Scholarship: awarded to one Ghanaian male or female high-school student 

accepted into an OUAC recognized university within a year of receiving their O.S.S.D. 

Applicants must have an average of over 80% in their top six university level courses to 

be reviewed. 

2. Undergraduate Scholarship: awarded to one full time undergraduate student (student 

currently completing bachelor’s degree) with a GPA of at least 3.00.  

College Scholarships 

1. Entry Level: awarded to one Ghanaian male or female high school student accepted into 

an OCAS recognized college within a year of receiving their O.S.S.D. Applicants must 

have an average of over 80% in their top six college/mix level courses to be reviewed.  

2. Undergraduate Scholarship: awarded to one full time undergraduate student with a 

GPA of at least 3.00.  

Kwame Nkrumah Scholarship  

One Ghanaian male or female who has completed a bachelor’s degree in an OUAC recognized 

university. The applicant must be accepted and will be attending/currently attending a 

Canadian university in order to complete a postgraduate or doctoral degree during the present 

year.  

Kofi Annan Scholarship  

One Ghanaian male or female accepted to an OUAC recognized university or OCAS recognized 

college with MATURE STUDENT STATUS (over 21 years of age). Applicants for this award 

must demonstrate their financial need, the reason for pursuing post-secondary education and 

any obstacles they may have overcome (ex. Teen pregnancy, criminal involvement, immigration 

etc).  

Selection Process and Category Specific Criterion 

Each recipient will be selected based on a point system (see Protocol Selection procedure).Three 

categories will be graded during the preliminary application stage and the applicants that 

accumulate the largest amount of points during this stage will be deemed the finalists and will 

be given the opportunity to meet with the committee for a fifteen to twenty minute interview. 

Although the interview is the final stage of the process, it is NOT the only determining factor in 

the selection process. The selection of the recipients is based on an ACCUMULATION OF 

POINTS (TOTAL POINTS OUT OF 100). However, applicants for the KOFI ANNAN/MOST 

IMPROVED scholarship must attend a MANDATORY interview since the academic category 
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does not apply to their situation; however it is MANDATORY to provide proof of acceptance 

and mature student status. REMINDER: Applicants should specify the scholarship they are 

applying for; ensure they will be eligible based on the specific criterion of each scholarship and 

able to submit the appropriate documentation. 

*KOFI ANNAN SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS ONLY: MANDATORY INTERVIEW IS 

WORTH 30%, DREAM BIG ESSAY IS WORTH 40%, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IS 

WORTH 30%. * 

Grading Categories, Rubric and Requirements 

Academics 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF POINTS POSSIBLE: 40 

APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING APPLICABLE DOCUMENTATION IN 

ORDER TO RECIEVE ALL THE POINTS IN THE PARENTHESIS: 

¶ Official Transcript/ Report Card (20 points)* 

¶ High School Students: O.S.S.D & Proof of acceptance into institution. (10 points)  

¶ University/College: O.S.S.D & proof you attend the institution (10 points) 

¶ Nkrumah Applicant: Bachelor’s degree & proof of acceptance into masters program (10 

points) 

¶ Two Letters of Recommendation (10 points)** 

*the higher the GPA (college and university applicants) or AVERAGE of TOP SIX courses (high-

school applicants) the more points you will receive. 

**Letters of recommendation should be made by individuals that can accurately vouch for your 

academic success; more points will be awarded to individuals who submit letters from professors or 

teachers.  

Community Service/Involvement/ Extra Curricular Activities 

 TOTAL AMOUNT OF POINTS POSSIBLE: 30 

¶ Type of Involvement(s) & brief description of role/position (10 points)  

¶ Date & total number of hours (10 points)  

¶ Proof (ex. Letters, pictures, portfolio etc) (5 points) 
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Quality and Quantity of the involvement are of the essence, more points will be awarded to individuals 

that spend an impressive amount of time in a variety of activities and provide accurate documentation of 

such.  

Dream Big Essay 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF POINTS POSSIBLE: 20 

Submit a ONE TO TWO PAGED ESSAY: Size 12 Font, Times New Roman, Double Spaced 

Including the following information: 

¶ Financial Need 

¶ Reason Applied 

¶ Reason pursuing post-secondary education 

¶ Career Goal 

¶ Other reasons to further demonstrate your eligibility for the scholarship.  

APPLICANTS WILL BE GRADED ON THEIR CONTENT, GRAMMAR, SPELLING AND 

EFFECTIVENESS TO COMMUNICATE THEMSELVES CLEARLY, CONCISELY AND 

EFFECTIVELY. 

Interview 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF POINTS POSSIBLE:  10 

*ONLY FINALISTS AND KOFI ANNAN APPLICANTS WILL BE CONTACTED FOR AN 

INTERVIEW* 

¶ Three to five minute presentation on pre-authorized topic (5 points)* 

¶ Punctuality/ Attendance (2 points)  

¶ Ability to communicate effectively and present themselves appropriately (3 points)  

*The topic will be given by the selection committee and applicants will be graded on their ability to 

execute the requirements of the presentation 

TO KOFI ANNAN APPLICANTS ONLY: The interview procedure will ALSO include the 

following: 

¶ Question & Answer session (5 points) 

¶ Opportunity to provide more information on why they should be chosen for the 

endowment.  (15 points)  
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Protocol Selection Procedure & Legalities 

First, each applicant will submit a preliminary application pertaining to the required 

categories: academic status/achievement, community or extra-curricular involvement and the 

dream big essay. (See Rubric for more details). In order to eliminate any bias, the applicants will 

be referred, reviewed and graded by their application number (the last four digits of their 

current phone number) by the selection committee during the preliminary stage. Identities of 

the applicants will not be concealed during the final interview stage, if at this time if an 

applicant is a family member or friend of a member of the selection committee the applicant 

WILL be disqualified. The identity of the members of the selection committee at any time will 

NOT be disclosed to the public or to the applicants until after the recipients are selected to 

further reduce bias or controversy.  

COMMITEE DECISION IS FINAL! Ghanalinx prides itself on the honesty, fairness and 

equal opportunity for all; due to the anonymity and secrecy of each application and the specific 

criterion in each grading category it is guaranteed that the selection of each recipient will be fair 

based on the discretion of GHANALINX EXECUTIVE MEMBERS. If an issue may arise the 

selection procedure and grades of each member will be made transparent to WHOM IT 

CONCERNS which is at the discretion of the GHANALINX EXECUTIVE MEMBERS.  

 APPLICANTS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO TAKE A LEGAL COURSE OF ACTION TO 

CHALLENGE THE DECISION OF THE COMMITEE.  

APPLICANTS AND FRIENDS OR FAMILY MEMBERS OF APPLICANTS ARE NOT 

ELIGIBLE TO DEPHAMATE THE CHARACTERS OF GHANALINX OR OTHER 

PARTICIPANTS. ANY DOCUMENTATION OR EVIDENCE FOUND TO CONTRADICT THIS 

WILL AND CAN BE USED IN A LEGAL COURSE OF ACTION BY GHANALINX AND/OR 

OTHER PARTICIPANTS, AND THE OFFENDERS WILL BE SUBJECT TO LEGAL 

CONSEQUENCES.  

BY SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION, ALL APPLICANTS ARE AGREEING TO ALL 

OF THE TERMS IN THIS CONTRACT AND ARE STATING THAT EACH PIECE OF 

INFORMATION SUBMITTED IS ACCURATE AND WILL BE SUBJECTED TO FACE LEGAL 

CONSEQUENCES IF FALSE.  
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GHANALINX EDUCATION ENDOWMENT 

“Dream Big” 

APPLICATION FORM  

*PLEASE DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME, EACH APPLICANT IS REFERRED TO BY THE LAST 

FOUR DIGITS OF THEIR PHONE NUMBER* 

DUE BY FRIDAY, JULY 17TH, 2009 BY 9:00 PM 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Age:   Email:       APPL.NO.    

Address             

City     Province    Postal Code     

Phone Number:     Business Number:     

Which method is best to contact you? (please specify) 

PHONE       EMAIL      

MAIL 

 

Scholarship(s) Applied For:          

              

PLEASE KEEP A COPY OF YOUR APPLICATION FOR VERIFICATION PURPOSES FOR THE 

INTERVIEW STAGE.  

PLEASE SUBMIT COPIES OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTATION PERTAINING TO 

EACH CATEGORY: 

Academics 

¶ Official Transcript/ Report Card  

¶ High School Students: O.S.S.D & Proof of acceptance into institution  

¶ University/College: O.S.S.D & proof of acceptance/attendance 

¶ Nkrumah Applicant: Bachelor’s degree & proof of acceptance into masters program 

¶ Kofi Annan Applicant: Evidence of Mature Student Status & Proof of 

acceptance/attendance  

¶ Two Letters of Recommendation  
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**Letters of recommendation should be made by individuals that can accurately vouch for your 

academic success; more points will be awarded to individuals who submit letters from professors or 

teachers.  

Community Service/Involvement/ Extra Curricular Activities 

¶ Type of Involvement(s) & brief description of role/position  

¶ Date & total number of hours 

¶ Proof (ex. Letters, pictures, portfolio etc)  

Quality and Quantity of the involvement are of the essence, more points will be awarded to individuals 

that spend an impressive amount of time in a variety of activities and provide accurate documentation of 

such.  

Dream Big Essay 

Submit a ONE TO TWO PAGED ESSAY: Size 12 Font, Times New Roman, Double Spaced 

Including the following information: 

¶ Financial Need 

¶ Application Number (the last four digits of your contact number on the top right corner) 

¶ Reason Applied 

¶ Reason pursuing post-secondary education 

¶ Career Goal 

¶ Other reasons to further demonstrate your eligibility for the scholarship.  

APPLICANTS WILL BE GRADED ON THEIR CONTENT, GRAMMAR, SPELLING AND 

EFFECTIVENESS TO COMMUNICATE THEMSELVES CLEARLY, CONCISELY AND 

EFFECTIVELY. 

APPLICATION & DOCUMENTATION IS DUE BY FRIDAY, JULY 17TH, 2009 AT 9:00PM AND 

CAN BE SUBMITTED VIA: 

EMAIL TO: GHANALINX@GMAIL.COM   

*if you are emailing documentation such as a transcript or report card, please ensure a copy is 

brought with you during the interview for verification purposes. THE INTERVIEW WILL NOT 

COMMENCE IF ANY DOCUMENTATION IS MISSING.   

HANDED IN PERSON TO:   CONTACT GHANA LINX EXECUTIVE MEMBERS: 647 258 1788  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR APPLICATION NUMBER (THE LAST FOUR 

DIGITS OF YOUR CONTACT NUMBER ON EACH PIECE OF DOCUMENTATION) 

mailto:GHANALINX@GMAIL.COM
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THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK! 

 


